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ABSTRACT 

This study explores the role of English short stories in enhancing English language proficiency and cultural 

awareness among Omani EFL students. The research used purposive sample of 28 Grade 11 students in Seeb, 

Muscat, aged 15–17. The study is a mixed-methods study, combining qualitative interviews and quantitative 

questionnaires.  Findings show that most students regularly read short stories and perceive them as beneficial to 

their language learning, increasing their motivation and engagement. The findings, aligned with the previous 

literature, highlight the literary, motivational, and cultural value of short stories in EFL contexts. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

In today’s competitive world, second language acquisition is critical for individuals to thrive in the 

rapidly changing environment. In particular, the English language is the most widely used international 

language. Although learning English requires time and effort for non-English speaking learners, it 

provides significant opportunities for academic, professional, and personal growth. 

Literature, especially short stories, has been recognized as an effective medium for teaching English as 

a second language. According Pardede to [1, p14] “among literary genres, short stories seem to be the 

most suitable choice for this due to its potential to help students enhance the four skills—listening, 

speaking, reading and writing—more effectively because of the motivational benefit embedded in the 

stories”. Furthermore, in [2, p. 153], it is stated that short stories substantially enhance language skills, 

critical thinking, creativity, and cultural understanding”  

literature supports this. For example, in [3], in a quasi-experimental study, it is found that short stories 

improved EFL learners’ critical thinking and cultural awareness. In the Omani context, Al-Bulushi [4] 

found that applying Reader Response Theory to teach short stories significantly enhanced Omani 

secondary students’ comprehension and attitudes toward reading. Also, Al-Siyabi [5] found that 

integrating short stories in English foundation courses enhance learning experience and improve 

linguistic skills. Therefore, it seems apparent that short stories in English play a key role in improving 

students’ language learning potential and cultural awareness. 

Due to the potential of short stories to enrich both language proficiency and cultural awareness, this 

study aims to explore short stories’ role in supporting English language development among students 
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in Omani public schools. However, despite the highlighted benefits of short stories in global EFL 

contexts, there is a lack of empirical research in Oman that explore how short stories can 

specifically enhance language proficiency and cultural awareness among school students. The 

findings are expected to inform curriculum designers and English language teachers about the value of 

integrating short stories into EFL instruction. 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 

Teaching literature has many advantages in an English language classroom. Among literary genres, 

short stories are often preferred due to their pedagogical suitability. [1] argues that “the deviated and 

figurative language of poetry necessitates very long time to grasp” and “the length of a novel makes it 

difficult to finish.” Also, with regard to drama, it is not easy to perform a play in classes that are crowded 

and full of students within a class time [1].  

Short stories are believed to be the most enriching literary genres, as they develop literary, cultural, 

motivational and higher order thinking among students [6] and [1]. The use of short stories in foreign 

language teaching has often been debated; however, as [7] argues, earlier language teaching methods 

focused more on increasing the linguistic capability, but recently literature has been considered as a 

valuable source of authentic material. 

Short stories are not beneficial for language competence but for raising cultural awareness as exploring 

stories from different cultures doesn't just build language skills—it opens a window into how others 

think and live. While this exposure may challenge students with unfamiliar ideas, it also encourages 

them to think more deeply and critically. As noted in [6], such experiences help learners reflect on 

cultural differences and develop intercultural understanding. Similarly, as shown in [8] reading short 

stories boosts students’ motivation and sharpens their critical thinking skills. 

2.1 The Role of Literature in English Language Teaching 

The main aim of learning a new language is to enhance communication which leads to less emphasis in 

grammar. Within this communicative approach, literature is considered a rich source. Although some 

genres of literature —especially poetry—do not adhere to standard grammatical norms, they offer 

creative dimension to engage with language. As stated in [9], “the creative use of language in poetry 

and prose often deviates from the conventions and rules which govern standard, non-literary discourse, 

as in the case of poetry where grammar and lexis may be manipulated to serve orthographic or 

phonological features of the language”  

Despite such difficulties, literature contributes positively to teaching and learning language. According 

to [10] and [6] literature adds new dimensions to language learning, where not only are linguistic 

capabilities increased, but it is also a great source of motivation, cultural education, literary insight and 

higher order thinking. In [11], it is emphasized that literature enhances the understanding of the cultural 

context, which has a significant impact on the grasp of language and the enhancement of language 

proficiency. 

In contemporary studies, [12] examines how teachers perceive the role of literature in language 

education in the era of globalization and Artificial Intelligence (AI). The findings emphasize the value 

of literature in shaping young minds, fostering critical thinking, and promoting empathy. 

2.2The Role of Short Stories in Teaching English Language 

Short stories are considered more appropriate for teaching English. In [1], it is recommended to use 

short stories for their brevity and use of simple, everyday language. In [13], a recent study found that 

reading short stories significantly improved students’ vocabulary acquisition and their interest. [14] also 

found that engaging with short stories increases students’ ability to memorize vocabulary. 

.  



2.3 Benefits of Short Stories in Teaching English Language  

In [2], Abuzahra and Farrah mentioned there are several advantages of using short stories in the EFL 

classroom, and they specified that the length of short stories makes them practical and manageable in a 

classroom setting and provides the full literary benefit without overburdening the student. [15, p.107] 

further supports this, stating that “the language used in these stories is commonly understandable for 

students”. Short stories also provide authentic examples of grammatical structures, making them a good 

tool for learning [1]. In [10], Stevens mentioned that short stories are concise, original, and an easily 

accessible genre. He also maintains that short stories have ingenuity and a fantasy aspect which creates 

a curiosity about them that makes them more acceptable among students. According to [6], the benefits 

of short stories in EFL classrooms can be divided into six main aspects. While Erkaya [6] originally 

identified these categories, other research has also supported them, as shown below:  

1. Motivational Benefit 

In [6, p.5], it is stated that “since short stories usually have a beginning, middle, and end, they encourage 

students at all levels of language proficiency to continue reading them until the end to find out how the 

conflict is resolved”  

2.  Higher Order Thinking Skills 

Reading and analyzing short stories develops higher-order thinking in students, helping them to 

critically analyze complex situations and evaluate moral choices [1]. 

3. Language Areas 

Short stories help students enhance vocabulary as well as gain knowledge about authentic language 

[10]. They increase the chance of adaptation to a foreign environment, as they provide practical 

language which students might encounter there [16]. 

4. Language skills 

In [17], it is specified that short stories help in enhancing the language skills of students. In [15], a 

qualitative action study conducted in Tunja, Colombia, showed how group activities involving short 

stories can help improve the language skills of students. The study includes extracts from the students’ 

writings to show the improvements in them. 

5. Cultural Awareness 

In [18], it is found that most of the participants believe that diverse literary texts enhance their 

understanding of different cultures and deepen their knowledge of historical events. 

In the present scenario, there is a consensus among many writers about the role and importance of 

literature in English language teaching. Short stories are also considered an effective medium to 

introduce literature to students due to their various benefits. However, in the Omani context, this area 

appears to be understudied, with limited published research available addressing it. 

3. RESEARCH METHODS  

3.1 Research Design and Approach  

A triangulation mixed-method design is used in this study to get a comprehensive understanding of 

the role of short stories in enhancing EFL students' language performance and cultural awareness. 

Both quantitative and qualitative data were collected and analyzed. 

For the investigation of the role of short stories, questionnaires will be distributed among Omani 

public-school students. Moreover, some interviews will be conducted with literature instructors to 

investigate the importance of using short stories in teaching Omani students’ language competence 

and cultural awareness.  



3.2 Participants   

A purposive sample of 28 Grade 11 students, 14 males and 14 females, aged between 15 and 17, 

participated in this study. All participants were from the Seeb area schools in the Muscat Governorate. 

Purposive sampling was chosen because the study targeted classrooms where teachers had integrated 

short stories into their teaching. This was necessary since literature, including short stories, is not 

formally integrated into the national EFL curriculum in Omani public schools. Although the sample 

size (n = 28) is relatively small and does not represent the entire Seeb area, the limited availability of 

such classrooms meant that a small-scale, purposive selection was the most practical approach. The 

sample was therefore deemed appropriate for an exploratory classroom-based investigation designed to 

provide initial insights. 

3.3 Instruments 

Two instruments were utilized to collect data: 

1. Student Questionnaire: The questionnaire was an adapted from the Adolescent 

Motivation for Reading Profile (AMRP), developed by Pitcher et al. (2007). The 

original 4-point scale was modified to a 5-point Likert scale (strongly disagree to 

strongly agree) to allow participants a neutral response option. The questionnaire 

consisted of three sections: 

• Section 1: Demographic data (gender, age, and grade). 

• Section 2: Reading behavior (e.g., number of stories read per month, time spent reading, and 

dictionary use). 

• Section 3: 5 Likert-scale statements on the perceived impact of short stories on 

language skills and cultural awareness. Some items were adapted from AMRP, while 

additional items were developed to address cultural awareness specifically. 

The questionnaire items were reviewed by a specialist from the English Language and Translation 

Department at Sultan Qaboos University to establish content and face. Also, Cronbach’s alpha 

was calculated to check the internal consistency of the adapted scale. 

 

2. Semi-structured Interviews: Conducted with students – participants- English teachers to 

obtain qualitative insights about classroom integration of short stories and their perceived 

educational impact 

3.4 Data Collection and Analysis 

Descriptive statistics, frequencies, and percentages were used to analyze and identify trends in student 

responses using quantitative data from the questionnaires. The questionnaires were distributed and 

collected through the students’ teachers, as they were provided with iPads to administer the 

survey in the classroom, allowing students to complete the items online. Thematic analysis was 

used to analyze qualitative responses from the open-ended questions and teacher interviews to expand 

comprehensively on the quantitative results. All ethical procedures, including informed consent and 

confidentiality, were observed. 



4.RESULTS 

The sample included 28 participants: 50% male (n = 14) and 50% female (n = 14). The majority of the 

participants were 16 years old (n = 19), followed by 15-year-olds (n = 5) and 17-year-olds (n = 4). 

4.1 Reading Habits  

85.7% of those who were surveyed have read at least one English short story in a month. 39.3% of them 

read more than two short stories in a month. Surprisingly, a minority of the participants (14.3%) 

answered that they do not read any short stories  

 

 

Table 1Monthly Frequency of Short Story Reading Among Participants 

Number of Short Stories Read Monthly Percentage (%) 

None 14.3% 

One 21.4% 

Two 25% 

More than two 

 

39.3% 

 

In terms of reading duration, 46.4% reported completing a story of 1,000 to 2,000 words in less than 

30 minutes, while 17.9% required more than an hour. The remaining fell between these durations. 

4.2 Dictionary Usage While Reading 

Dictionary use varied: 

• 28.6% used a dictionary every 1–2 pages, 

• 17.9% every 3–5 pages, 

• 28.6% rarely used it, 

• 25% never used a dictionary. 

4.3 Perceptions of Language Development 

Participants’ agreement levels with Likert-scale items suggested strong support for the role of short 

stories in language learning: 

• 100% agreed that short stories help in learning new vocabulary. 

• Most students agreed or strongly agreed that short stories improved grammar, reading skills, 

and the ability to infer meanings from context. 

• The majority also reported gaining cultural awareness through reading stories. 

4.4 Example of Responses 

• "Short stories help me to improve my reading skill" – Majority strongly agreed. 

• "Reading helps me infer and memorize new words" – Broad agreement. 

• "I get cultural information from stories" – High agreement. 



 

5.FINDINGS & DISCUSSION 

This study shows that short stories This study shows how students’ frequent reading of short stories 

contributes to their interest, motivation, and perceived improvement in language skills. However, it 

further points out many other benefits of incorporating short stories in language learning classes. Apart 

from basic language learning, short stories are found to improve both literary and language skills. The 

data collected from the respondents show that students have an interest in short stories and prefer 

reading them to increase their overall language accuracy and fluency. It was also found during the 

research that the majority of students are frequent readers of short stories, and nearly fifty percent are 

fast readers, indicating their language competency. Findings also highlighted the agreement among the 

students regarding the positive effect of short stories on their language. 

The data collected through the questionnaire indicate no major difference in reading habits between 

male and female students. One point was highlighted during the study: the majority of the respondents 

believed that reading short stories and including them in the curriculum increases their reading skills. 

Another benefit of short stories was indicated, as all the respondents answered that reading short stories 

helps them improve vocabulary. One unanticipated finding was that only a small number of respondents 

do not read short stories regularly. Around 85.7% of respondents have a habit of reading short stories 

and including them to improve their English. Dictionary use among the respondents was found to be 

very limited, with more than fifty percent not using a dictionary while reading short stories. The analysis 

of open-ended question answers addresses the main question of this research, as most respondents 

pointed out various benefits of short stories. New aspects were found as students responded that short 

stories help them in developing cognitive ability for language, improve their language competency, and 

teach life skills. Furthermore, they feel that short stories teach them new words and give them cultural 

insight into foreign lands. 

The findings of the questionnaire align with the literature reviewed, as respondents highlighted similar 

benefits found in the review. For example, in [17] and [16], it is stated that short stories improve reading 

and help in understanding the literal meaning of the texts. Similarly, the majority of respondents said 

that reading short stories has helped them to improve their reading, vocabulary, and overall 

understanding of the language. Furthermore, it is mentioned in [10], [17], [16], and [1] that short stories 

lead to cultural insight on the value system of the culture and impart awareness about political, social, 

and historical happenings. The results of the questionnaire also gave similar responses. Many students 

believed that short stories lead to knowledge about the people, behavior, and culture. In the literature 

review, [19] mentions that short stories are the best medium for teaching literature as they are easy to 

grasp, concise, and have a fantasy factor. Besides, the questionnaire shows that many students read 

short stories regularly due to their small size, accessibility, and ease of understanding. In the open-ended 

question, some students emphasized that short stories add a fun factor to their learning process. The 

research also shows that the majority of the students believe that short stories help them in learning new 

words, thus improving their vocabulary and grammar, which is exactly what was found in the literature 

review. This research shows that short stories are an effective medium to teach foreign language in 

classrooms. 

 

6.CONCLUSION 

This paper has given an account of the usage of short stories as the best form of literature to include in 

teaching a foreign language. The research was designed to study the benefits of short stories and their 

impact on students' learning. A short comparison of all the forms of literature in relation to short stories 

was done to highlight the fact that short stories are an effective medium to teach a new language. The 

motivational, literary, higher-order thinking, and cultural benefits of short stories for the students were 

discussed. The criteria for choosing short stories for the language class and their role in improving 

language competence, literary benefit, and cultural benefits clearly showed how important it is to 

include them in teaching the language. The most obvious finding of this research is that the majority of 

students prefer reading short stories and generally dedicate time to reading them to enhance their 



English learning. The second major finding is that most students whose responses were taken in this 

study believe that their vocabulary, grammar, and most importantly, cultural awareness increase 

through short stories. The study also shows that students’ use of dictionaries is quite limited, indicating 

that they read short stories and strive to acquire new words and understand their meaning from context. 

The present study confirms previous findings and contributes additional evidence that suggests that 

short stories are a preferred form of literature and play a major role in learning English and imparting 

cultural knowledge. As many students in this study expressed their interest in short stories, reported 

reading them frequently, and felt that such reading enhances both their language development and 

cultural awareness, it seems reasonable to encourage their wider use in the classroom. The Ministry of 

Education should make it mandatory to include short stories in the curriculum and train teachers in best 

teaching techniques so that students learn English easily and in a fun way. The students are also required 

to take more interest in learning the language by improving their reading habits and increasing their 

dictionary usage to increase their vocabulary. Finally, several important limitations need to be 

considered. Firstly, the sample size and the age of the respondents were quite small and not varied 

enough to get a better understanding. This research has raised many questions that need further 

investigation, as there is a need to assess the problems faced by teachers while teaching short stories in 

classrooms. Furthermore, extensive research is required, including a wider age group and number of 

students, to get a clear picture of the benefits of including short stories in EFL classes. A further study 

investigating all these factors would be very interesting and helpful for both teachers and students of 

EFL classes. 
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